1!^ 


'  / 


Dof.  Ddc.  No,  2256  Kxii.  No, 

INT^’RNATION,vL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


THE  UNITED  STaTLS  OF  uAiERlCu,  ot  al  )  AFFIDAVIT 

) 

-  AG.ilWST  -  )  of 

) 

A’.iKI,  ■^adao,  (;t  al  )  KIKUCHI,  Toyoaaburo 


I,  KIKin?!,  Toyosaburo  mako  oath  and  say  as  follows;  j 

1.  i,  iCIiCJCHI,  Toyosaburo,  sorvid  in  tho  Education  Ministry  J 

from  July  .H,  to  Af/ril  17,  1939  I  vas  Thiof  of  tie  Bureau  of  | 

Public  Instruction  in  tho  Education  ministry,  under  Marquis  KIDO,  \ 

who  was  Jiinistor  of  Education  fron  Octobor  22,  1937  to  laay  26,  1938. 

Tho  f ollo^djo  g  facts  aro  based  on  my  own  kno'"ledgo  and  on  informa¬ 
tion  obtain  by  mo  in  my  official  capacity. 

2.  Mr.  YA3TII,  Education  Ministo'^,  tho  prodocossor  of  Marquis 
KIDO,  was  sub.iocted  to  a  barrage  of  Intornollations  at  a  plenary 
session  of  tho  House  Budgetary  Committee  of  the  Diet  of  1933  by 
Messrs,  Hi.R.!,  So-bei,  i.SHID..,  Hitoshl  and  M/iKINO,  Ryozo  about  a 
book  ’’Kolcutai  no  Hongi*'  (Essence  of  tho  National  Polity),  publi¬ 
shed  in  Earch,  1037  by  the  Education  Ministry  during  the  tenure  of 
office  of  YiSUI's  predecessor  ILIYASHI  as  Education  Mlnlstor,  Tho 
book  contained  passages,  belittling  tho  Diet  and  criticizing  con¬ 
stitutional  government,  Mr.  YA3UI  was  at  a  loss  to  make  a  reply 
to  tho  question  and  criticisms  of  th<;  member  of  tho  Diet. 

‘'<hon  Marquis  KIDO  assuraed  t)io-  portfolio  of  Education,  ho  ruled 
that  those  passages  of  the  book  in  question  were  improper  and 
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ordorod  his  subordinates  to  auporess  or  revise  the  book.  Ho 
decided  to  have  the  book  revised  and  In  the  neantlmo  stopped 
Its  sales  and  distribution.  Consonucntly,  Education  Minister 
KIDO  appointed  sovoral  pooole  In  the  Education  Ministry  to  re¬ 
vised  the  book.  V/hllo  work  on  tno  revision  was  under  way,  the 
Cabinet  was  reconstructed,  so  that  Marquis  KIDO  resigned  as 
Education  Minister  without  seeing  the  revision  completed.  In¬ 
fluences  of  the  extreme  nationalists  and  rlglrtlsts  wore  very 
powerful  in  those  days,  so  that  wo  were  strongly  Impressed  by 
Educatlon  Minister  KIDO-s  action,  which  called  for  moral  ceurage 

and  oonvoctiona. 

s.  It  was  generally  Imown  that  for  some  time  prior  to  th,.  tlmo 
that  KIDO  became  Education  Minister  that  MINODa,  Kyokl  and  his 
faction  were  trying  to  expel  Professors  BIW.'.!,  Eljlro,  yo  .0?,., 
Rlsaburo,  T..H.iI!E,  Kotaro,  MIYaZ.vWa,  Toshlyoshl,  and  dir.-iPriC, 
izutaro  from  the  lokyo  Imperial  University  and  brougtit  pi-  n  .•••.r., 
to  boar  upon  them  In  various  ways.  I  heard  Education  Minister 
KIDO  say  that  he  refused  to  bo  Intimidated  by  rightist  Influences 
and  would  not  allow  the  profoss- rs  In  question  to  be  removed 
from  the  Tokyo  Imporlal  Unr/.'r.als-'.  bhen  Marquis  KIDO  became 
Minister  of  Education  he  Inc-eJ  sated  Ir.  that  Ministry  a  freshness 
of  spirit  and  respect  f^r  froedo-,  and  Independence  of  views  which 
was  aoparont  to  all  of  us  who  v.'prk..d  under  him.  This  was  appa¬ 
rent  from  his  acts  and  convorsatl-ins. 
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.4.  'A’ho  ro3ij,natlon  of  jProfosaop  YANAI3iwRii,  Tadao  fro  ’  tho  Tokyo 
Imperial  University  on  Dooombor  4,  1957  was  due  to  some  Impropor 
phraseology,  which  v/as  contained  in  his  article,  centributod 
to  a  religious  magazine,  "TSUSHIY”,  i.nd  his  articlo  entitled 
"KAMI-NO-KITNI"  was  based  on  his  lecture,  delivered  before  coro- 
momoratlve  Mooting. 

5.  This  case  of  Professor  YaNAlBARii  became  a  question  boforo 

tho  Faculty  Council  of  tho  Tokyo  Imperial  University.  Dr.  N.\G;.YO, 
President  of  tho  University  also  said  ho  thought  it  proper  for 
Professor  YaNAIB,\RA  to  resign,  while  friends  of  Professor  Yi;FAIBi-Ri. 
including  Professor  OUCHI  advisod  him  to  resign.  Tho  result 

« 

was  that  Professor  YA’^^AIB\R/i  tondareu  his  resignation  of  his  own 
accord.  His  resignation  was  accoptod  by  Prosidnet  NaGaYO,  after 
consultation  with  Education  Minister  KIDO.  Tho  question  was  solved 
in  tho  University  itself  and  I  Icnow  of  no  pressure  or  acts  -wo!^ 
4»P9ush^  by  Education  Minister  KIDO  in  this  matter. 

6.  Stimulated  by  tho  tonso  situation  then  prevailing,  a  strong 
tendency  assorted  itself  in  Army  circles,  especially  young  Army 
officers  to  demand  for  strengthening  of  military  education.  Some 
oven  wont  tho  length  of  demanding  guidance  of  education  on  tho 
part  of  tho  Army.  For  the  purvoso  of  attaining  tho  object,  uni¬ 
versity  autonomy  and  indopondonce  wore  looked  upon  as  tho  most 
serious  obstacle.  change  of  tho  President  of  tho  Tokyo  Im¬ 
perial  University,  at  least  was  regarded  as  necessary  for  the 
success  of  tho  proposed  reform.  In  consequence,  Lloutonant-Oonoral 
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a«iOolo„.l  K0B.Y..SHI,  Junichiro  domndod 
Education  wnlstcr  KI«)  to  maho  Or.  dAOAYO  resign  as  President 
nr  tho  Tokyo  icucrlal  University,  hut  ho  flatly  rojoctod  the 

rtomand . 

hoasuras,  demanded  by  tho  Army  for  strengthening  military 
education  In  tho  Universities  Included  the  following: 

(1)  TO  make  military  education  an  obligatory  subject  of  study 
at  tho  university  instead  of  being  an  optional  one. 

(2)  TO  add  military  drill  to  military  oduoatlon  besides  a 
history  of  battl  s  and  military  lectures. 

>3,  TO  increas.  tho  number  of  Army  officers  assigned  to  uni- 
vorsltlos  and  mako  thorn  rogxilar  Instructors. 

(4)  TO  omke  tho  record  In  military  education  have  a  decisive 
influence  on  tho  students'  graduation  or  promotion. 

I'hoso  demands  were  submitted  to  tho  Education  Ministry  by 
tho  Army  which  triod  to  porsuado  Education  Ministry  authorities 
to  accept  thorn  In  various  ways.  Those  Education  Ministry  autho- 
Titles ,  concerned,  consulted  Education  .inlstor  KIDO  about  the 
Lttor,  Whereupon  Education  Mlnlstor  KIDO  rejected  tho  Ai^.y 
demands  In  clear-cut  terms  and  stated  that  such  reforms  would  not 
ca-rlod  out  and  they  were  not  carried  out  during  his  term  as 

Minlstur  of  j,ducation. 

7.  During  tho  time  when  KIDO  was  Minister  of  Education,  there 
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was  no  prossurs  b.  the  .illtsr,  «lth  respect  to  increase 

cf  .lUtary  training  or  education  In  the  high  schools,  .1 

ohools  orlvate  schools  and  primary  schools,  nor  »as  there  an/ 

n,.ot  rmtter  or  drill  made  hy  KIW 
more  ,se  in  hours  of  study,  subject  matter 

or  any  one  else  In  these  schools  during  his  Ministry. 

,  in  June,  1957  the  first  KOHOYg  >^oblnet  was  formed.  KIDO  re- 

plrtod  to  the  Officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Hducatlon  that  ^rlme 

Minister  KOMO-fK  had  stated  at  cabinet  meetings  that  he  was  grieved 

to  see  that  the  bigoted  Japanese  spirit  was  rampant  on  the  one 

band  and  on  the  other  extreme  Communism  was  spreading,  with 

result  that  a  largo  number  of  student  Communists  were  rounded  up. 

I„  view  Of  the  Plbilc  opinion  that  the  prevailing  confusion  was 

due  fundamentally  to  defects  In  the  , 

.  ...  v.,oVm  Shlnglkal  (  bduoational  Oounc-1 

the  Prime  Minister  set  up  the.  ^ — sa 

....  the  educational  policy  and  system, 
for  the  luroose  of  revamping  the  oduca 

Xho  members  of  the  Kducatlonal  Council  were  chosen  from  var lou 

walUs  Of  me  such  as  educators  and  those  possessed  of  profound 

10  in..  -  rich  experiences,  .ho  Council  was  charged  with  the 

OasM  to  maue  systesmtlc  and  comprehensive  studies  of  various  -- 

catlonal  questions  for  the  purpose  of  reforming  the  e  u 

.  .  .„  .rr  was  nrnnted  an  Imperial  message  and 
system.  im  wav.^^,Tt  I,  was  not  swayed 

had  its  inaugural  meeting  In  December,  1937. 

h-.  any  particular  political  Influence,  nor  vas  It  subservient 
:  cabinet.  On  the  contrary.  It  was  Intended  to  be  a  Per.- 

nent  organ,  quite  separate  of  the  Cablne.-,  and  tranaoendlng 
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iGLt^boz*.  'Jfliis  accounts  for  tho  fact  that  Mr.  riR/ilf  Kontaroj 
Vlco-Prosident  of  the  Privy  Council,  was  appolntod  its  president. 

Various  comniittoes  of  the  C  ouncil  conducted  deliborations  on  the 
bMsis  of  public  opinion.  Various  question,  including  a  clarl-  j 

fication  of  the  essence  of  tho  national  polity,  expansion  of  mass 
fid\icatlon,  enhancement  of  the  physical  standard  of  the  people,  ■ 

rectification  of  tho  uniformity  of  education  and  promotion  of  | 

scientific  and  industrial  education,  alleviation  of  the  burden  | 

on  tho  young  students,  and  improvomont  of  educational  finances  ! 

and  administration  wero  approached  and  studied  from  the  angle  of 
free  education,  educational  reform  was  sought  in  efforts  to 

train  really  creative  and  practical  men  and  women,  by  studying 
tradition, -  industry,  culture  and  national  life  which  had  bearings 
on  education.  The  Council  made  many  Important  decisions  on  the 
above  matters  during  its  oxistenco,  (but  as  it  was  only  in  a  state 
of  Infoncy  during  KIDO’s  term  as  Education  Minister,  no  decisior 
v/oro  made  during  that  period.)  Education  Minister  KIDO  .  y  ^ 

tlcipated  in  tho  Education  Council's  do  liberation's,  ^It^oo-iug  hio 
firm  conviction  that  the  guiding  principle  of  educational  reform 
should  consist  in  (l)  establishment  of  character  building, (2) 
revamping  of  tho  oducAtionr.l  system,  v/hlch  has  boon  dotachod  from 
actual  lifo  and  (3)  promotion  of  business  and  scientific  education, 
l/.arquls  KIDO's  tenure  of  office  as  Minister  of  Education  was  com-  | 

oaratlvoly  short,  it  being  from  tho  end  of  October,  1937  to  the 
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last  of  MOV-,  1939  ''hon  >«>  Mlnlstr-/  owlns  to  a 

Cablnot  ro construct ion. 

■fho  ^lucatlonal  Oouooll  »ao  ostabUahod  with  tho  abovo-mon- 
tlonod  objoat  while  fciarqula  KIDO  woo  Education  Hlnlotor  and  om- 
nnacod  the  oolnlons  just  roforrod  to.  -fhe  Educational  Council  was 
net  on  oroan  created  for  any  military  purpose  what  so  over  nor  did 
It  make  any  decisions  with  rasooct  thereto.  In  fact  tho  reverse 

was  tlio  ease. 

On  this  of  Po^,  1947 


.vt  • 


DISPOtnjNT  KIKIICHI,  Toyosaburo  (poaP 


I,  HOZU^.I»  higotaka  horohy  oortify  that  tho  above 

nent  was  sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and 

soal  thereto  in  the  prosenco  of  this  witness. 

•  • 

On  tho  same  date, 
at  same  place. 

I 

'Sltnosoi  (signed)  MnziIMl.  ShlRetato' 

(soal) 

O.'tTH 

in  accordance  vvl  th  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole 

truth  Wlthholdlnr,  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

KIvyJCUl .  'Joyosaburo 
(seal) 
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